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It�s been a fantastic start to 
2011 for Dunlop, with tyre 
performance proven time and 

again in the most competitive areas 
of motorsport competition. 

After the opening rounds of 
the Intercontinental Le Mans Cup 
(ILMC), American Le Mans Series 
(ALMS), and Le Mans Series (LMS), 
Dunlop has established itself as the 
tyre to beat.

Dunlop-shod contenders lead the 
way in the LMP2 and GT Pro and 
AM classes of the ILMC, the LMP1 
and GT class of the ALMS and the 
LMP2 and GT Pro classes of the 
LMS. To add to its honours, Dunlop 
tyres also carried the Ferrari F458 to 
its �rst ever win in the LMS GT Pro 
class in the Le Castellet 6 hours. 

The Dunlop 24 Hour of Dubai 
back in January started the season 
with Dunlop Motorsport�s biggest-
ever event as 6500 tyres were 
made available to the 87 teams 
contesting the sixth edition of this 
emerging  endurance race for which 
Dunlop will be title sponsor again in 
2012.

In the realm of two-wheeled 
motorsport with open tyre 
competition, Dunlop has an enviable 
record of ten wins in a row at the 
Bol d�Or which takes place in 
mid-April, which is this season the 
opening race of the FIM Endurance 
World Championship. Will it be 
eleven wins in a row?

In the realm of motorsport 
championships where Dunlop 
is the control tyre, Moto2 got 
underway in Qatar: tyre and chassis 
developments means the season 
has started so far with lap record 
breaking performances, something 
which looks set to continue. 

In the realm of national four wheel 
motorsport championships, the 
Dunlop-supported British Touring 
Car Championship has seen a raft 
of changes for 2011, with new 18� 
Dunlop tyres for the new car, and a 
fantastic season-opener at Brands 
Hatch was the result, with lap 
records falling in that domain.

In Germany, the VLN opening 
race was won by the Dunlop-shod 
BMW M3 of the Schnitzer squad. 

As spring leads to summer, so 
two big hitting motorsport events 
come to the fore. In the realm of four 
wheels, there�s the Le Mans 24 hour 
race in June, with Dunlop battling 
hard in the petrol competitors in the 
leading LMP1 class, and strongly 
represented in LMP2 and the new 
GTE Pro and Amateur classes.

On two wheels, the Isle of Man 
TT is a world famous meeting of the 
best road racers and motorcycle 
manufacturers in the world, all 
competing on the legendary 
Mountain course, which is public 
highway when not closed for 
motorsport. Dunlop tyres were on 
every TT winner in 2010, the �ve 
wins by one tyre manufacturer is 
a new record. Will this continue in 
2011?

For those who enjoy their 
motorsport in a �atscreen 
format, the new season of the 
Dunlop supported Inside Racing 
programme is airing on a television 
station near you, with highlights 
available on Youtube.

Just a taster of the content within, 
we hope you enjoy!

The Dunlop In Touch team



The FIM Moto2 World Championship, last year�s 
exciting replacement for the 250cc grand prix class, 
returns stronger and faster for 2011, the second 
season with Dunlop as sole tyre supplier.

Sandwiched between 125cc and MotoGP, Moto2 
features motorcycles with a prototype chassis, 
powered by identical 600cc four-stroke engines.

There are sixteen Dunlop slick tyres provided per 
rider, per event- seven front and nine rear - with 
only two compounds - a softer and harder option - 
available at each race. Wet tyres are unlimited. 

With these constraints, Dunlop�s engineers focus 
their expertise on tyres that not only produce high 
levels of grip, consistently, but do so over a wide 
operating-range. Exactly the kind of versatility needed 
for a successful road tyre, which must perform in 
cold mornings as well as hot afternoons�

Dunlop�s 2010 tyres helped nine di�erent riders 
win a Moto2 race, using six di�erent types of chassis, 
while 17 di�erent riders claimed a podium!

The popularity of Moto2 scuppered attempts to 
slim-down grid numbers and almost 40 riders were 
accepted for 2011.

Inaugural Moto2 champion Toni Elias and Valencia 
winner Karel Abraham have moved to MotoGP, but 
Mika Kallio (Marc VDS) and Aleix Espargaro (Pons) 
switched the other way - such is the prestige of the 
class.

They face established race winners Andrea Iannone 
(Speed Master), Stefan Bradl (Viessmann Kiefer), Alex 
de Angelis (JiR), Jules Cluzel (Forward Racing) and 
Yuki Takahashi (Gresini), as well as last year�s title 
runner-up Julian Simon (Aspar) and podium �nishers 
Thomas Luthi (Interwetten), Simone Corsi (Ioda) and 
Scott Redding (Marc VDS).

125cc world champion Marc Marquez (Caixa 
Repsol) and fellow two-stroke grand prix winners Pol 
Espargaro (Speed Up) and Bradley Smith (Tech 3) 
made their Moto2 debuts this year.

World Superbike race winner Max Neukirchner 
(MZ) and double World Supersport champion Kenan 
Sofuoglu (Technomag-CIP) have also signed full-
season deals.

Seven di�erent chassis manufacturers contest the 
new season: Suter, Moriwaki, FTR, Kalex, MotoBI, 
Tech 3 and MZ.
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Jerez review
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Qatar review

The 2011 Qatar Grand Prix marked Moto2�s 
one-year anniversary and the start of Dunlop�s 
second season as o�cial tyre supplier. 

The event was dominated by Stefan Bradl, who 
followed up his �rst-ever grand prix pole with 
victory in his �rst race with a Kalex chassis.

The Viessmann Kiefer rider, winner of last year�s 
Portuguese GP on Suter machinery, took pole by 
0.2sec from 125cc world champion Marc Marquez 
(Caixa Repsol) with Thomas Luthi (Interwetten) 
completing the new three-rider front row.

Race night � the season opener is the only 
non-daylight race - saw a dream display from 
Bradl, who led all 20 laps en route to taking his 
second grand prix victory by 4.330sec over Speed 
Master�s Andrea Iannone. 

Iannone, a triple Moto2 winner in 2010, was 
followed onto the podium by another new Suter 
rider, Luthi, who passed Yuki Takahashi (Gresini) 
and Alex de Angelis (JiR) late in the race.

�It�s unbelievable!� smiled Bradl. �We were so 
competitive right from the beginning of free 
practice and the whole weekend went perfectly.�

A night race in the desert often means cool 
temperatures and sand blown on the track - 
unique technical challenges, made harder by the 
absence of any Moto2 testing at the 5.380km 
Losail Circuit prior to the race weekend.

Three of the four Dunlop tyres on o�er for the 
grand prix - two di�erent front compounds and 
two rear - coped well with the conditions, but the 
new hard rear (239) did not work as expected with 
the cooler than predicted track temperatures.

Dunlop reacted by issuing another of the 6838 
medium-hard rears to each rider, ensuring no 
restriction in track time, and this was used by all 
38 riders in the race. Only four riders raced with 
the medium 753 compound front tyre - the best of 
whom was Iannone. All others opted for the 717 
hard compound.

With a season of bike and tyre development, 
Moto2 speeds are sure to improve in 2011 - but 
few predicted the size of the leap forward seen in 
Qatar. Pole was 1.736sec faster than 2010 and the 
race-winning time 33.219sec quicker.

The 2011 Spanish Grand Prix produced the �rst 
ever wet race in Moto2 history.

Free practice and qualifying had been dry and 
bright at Jerez, but rain clouds blew over the 
4.423km Andalusian circuit on Sunday morning 
and remained in place for the rest of the day.

Viessmann Kiefer�s Stefan Bradl, winner from 
pole in Qatar, was once again the top quali�er, with 
Gresini�s Yuki Takahashi 0.282sec slower and 
Thomas Luthi third on the grid for Interwetten 
(+0.582sec).

As at round one, progress compared with 2010 
was impressive - Bradl lapping 1.666sec faster 
than last year�s pole time, using Dunlop�s new 
3854 soft-medium rear. Had the weather remained 
dry, all but two riders would have chosen to race 
the 717 front tyre, rather than the 753.

Meanwhile, Speed Master�s Andrea Iannone, 
runner-up to Bradl in Qatar, began the wet race 
from eleventh place, at a circuit where he had 
never �nished higher than twelfth. 

But the change in weather played into the 
Italian�s hands and he delivered an exceptional 

charge forwards in the tricky conditions, reaching 
race leader Luthi by lap 7 of 26. After shadowing 
Luthi for seven laps Iannone burst past and rode 
to a 7.8sec victory over the Swiss star. 

�I�ve never had good results at Jerez, but the 
rain changed everything for the race,� said 
Iannone. �At the beginning I was in a bit of trouble, 
but then I managed to pass the riders ahead and 
catch Luthi. After taking the lead I was able to pull 
away and build a big gap, which was crucial in 
these conditions. I want to thank the team and all 
those who work with me.�

Ioda Racing�s Simone Corsi rose from 18th on 
the grid to take the �nal podium position, with 
rookie Bradley Smith also producing a stand-out 
ride to lead the opening lap on his way to fourth for 
Tech 3.

Fellow 125cc graduate and reigning champion 
Marc Marquez was less fortunate, being eliminated 
after a clash with Jules Cluzel.

Heading to Estoril, Iannone leads the 
championship by nine points from Bradl, who rode 
to a mature �fth place.



As many were still recovering from seasonal excess, 
Dunlop Motorsport was busy with its biggest logistical 
event of the year � and indeed its history - supplying 
6500 tyres to the Dunlop 24H Dubai on January 14-15.

Believed to be the biggest-ever grid of racing cars all 
on a single tyre brand, the sixth edition of the 24H Dubai 
provided excitement and drama for the 87 entries.

For Dunlop, supplying 6500 tyres meant 14 shipping 
containers made their way from the Fort Dunlop, 
Birmingham, base to the Middle East race location, 
with 38 Dunlop personnel on hand to provide support 
to the competitors.  

An eclectic mix of racers were in action. 
Supercars, ranged from the Mercedes Benz SLS 

AMG making its competitive debut in GT3 form to 
Ferrari F430GT2, Porsche 911GT3, Lamborghini 
Gallardo, Aston Martin Vantage and Corvette. At the 
other end of the automotive spectrum, highly 
competitive production touring car classes included 
racecars such as the Seat Leon, Mini Cooper and 
RenaultSport Clio.

�We brought 74 di�erent speci�cations of Dunlop 
tyres to cater for the incredibly diverse grid of cars,� said 
Gary Wassell, Dunlop Car Motorsport Manager. �It was 
our single biggest ever logistics operation in the 
century-long history of Dunlop Motorsport.� 

The race proved to be an epic battle. 
Winners were the #76 Need for Speed by Schubert 

Motorsport BMW Z4 of Augusto Farfus, Edward 
Sandström,�Tommy Milner and�Claudia Hürtgen, 
crossing the line three laps ahead of the #4 Perazzini/
Broniszewski/Case/Cioci  AF Corse SRL 1 Ferrari 
430 GT2.

�The 24H Dubai is fast becoming the event to start 
the motor racing year,� said Jean-Felix Bazelin, General 
Manager, Dunlop Motorsport. �We brought 6500 tyres 
to Dubai and sold over half of these, with our personnel 
providing a balancing and �tting service for 36 hours 
straight before and during the race.

�It was a spectacular, competitive, yet very friendly 

event, with so many teams coming together away from 
the cold weather of Europe to race in the sun of Dubai 
at the technically interesting Dubai Autodrome. 

�I am looking forward to this event being a �xture in 
our motorsport plans for the future and I can�t wait for 
the 2012 edition.�  
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One of Dunlop�s most successful partnerships 
continues in 2011, with title backing of the hugely 
competitive Dunlop MSA British Touring Car 
Championship.

For the new season, a total of 27 entries have 
been lodged from teams who will represent 13 
di�erent models from ten di�erent marques � the 
highest number of make and models entered 
since the introduction of a single two-litre formula 
back in the early 1990s.

As has been the case for a number of years, the 
title will be decided over 30 races held over ten 
meetings at nine top circuits around the UK, with 
the �eld all aiming to knock Jason Plato o� his 
perch after he secured his second title in 2010. 
The Chevrolet driver won�t have it all his own way 
however, with the likes of Honda pair Matt Neal 
and Gordon Shedden, Airwaves Racing�s Mat 
Jackson, Pirtek�s Andrew Jordan and Team Aon�s 
Tom Chilton all tipped to challenge.

2011 marks the introduction of the BTCC�s Next 
Generation Touring Car regulations, with four teams 
entering NGTC cars for the season ahead. Those 

teams �eld three cars � the Toyota Avensis, Audi A4 
and Proton Gen-2 � that are new to the grid.

Created to drive down costs, the NGTC rules 
produce cars that are cheaper to build than the 
S2000 machines they will replace and feature a 
two-litre turbo charged engine and a number of 
standardised parts.

For Dunlop, the change in regulations also 
requires a change in tyres, with the cars running to 
the new NGTC rules using 18� wheels designed to 
provide the strength and performance required by 
the di�erent machines.

The introduction of the 18� tyre comes just 
twelve months after Dunlop used the BTCC to 
showcase its new Sport Maxx tyre in 17� form last 
year, including an electronic tag to allow o�cials to 
track every tyre from production through to its use 
on track and its return to the factory for recycling. 
S2000 and BTC-spec machines continue to use 
these 17� tyres.

In total, Dunlop�s headquarters at Fort Dunlop in 
Birmingham is set to produce around 5,000 tyres 
that will be used throughout the BTCC season.
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The Brands Hatch Indy Circuit played host to the 
�rst three rounds of the Dunlop MSA British 
Touring Car Championship season and it was 
defending champion Jason Plato who set the early 
standard to kick-start his championship campaign 
with a double win for Chevrolet.

Plato quali�ed on the second row of the grid but 
after taking the lead on the opening lap of race 
one, he was able to then lead every lap until the 
end of race two to make a �ne start to his 
championship campaign.

Victory in the opening race was also historic for 
Plato as it enabled him to break Andy Rouse�s total 
of 60 wins and make him the most successful 
driver in series history.

�I didn�t expect to be leading this early, but the 
chances came our way and we capitalised,� he 
said. �Beating Andy Rouse�s record is also a lovely 
bonus � he�s one of the legendary names who I 
used to watch as a kid and it�s actually hard to 
believe that 14 years have passed since I got my 
�rst win.�

Victory in the �nal race went to Matt Neal, who 
battled back well from a retirement in race one when 
he was pushed o� at Druids on the opening lap.

Plato�s early lead in the standings is eight points 
over Airwaves Racing�s Mat Jackson, who scored 
a double podium in his Ford Focus, while James 
Nash is four points further back after an impressive 
weekend that included a second place �nish in 
race one.

Gordon Shedden, who bounced back from a 
huge accident in practice to score a race two 
podium, Neal and Paul O�Neill round out the top 
six in the standings.

Dunlop�s high-performance BTCC tyres helped 
to break two records on the weekend, with Neal 
setting a new lap record in both qualifying and on 
race day in his Honda Civic.

�We had a great weekend at Brands Hatch 
getting the championship o� to a perfect start,� 
Dunlop brand manager Andy Mar�eet said. �There 
was plenty of action at the race and it certainly 
made for nail biting action.�
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The 2011 Qtel Endurance World Championship 
gets underway with the sternest test of durability 
awaiting the bumper grid of entries at the �rst hurdle 
� the Bol d�Or 24 Hour race. And it�s a race where 
Dunlop, despite open tyre competition, has been 
used by the winning team in the last ten races�

The French endurance classic, held at 
Magny-Cours since 2000, enters its 75th year in 
2011 having begun back in 1922 when it was �rst 
run on a clay circuit located in Vaujours.

Since then the race, which has been moved 
from its traditional autumn slot to the role of curtain 
raiser this year, has taken in stints at a variety of 
circuits, including Paul Ricard and Le Mans, home 
of that other classic endurance event well known 
to Dunlop.

Regulations stipulate that three riders must 
compete over the distance of the race, a change 
from the original rules that stated that two riders 
must complete a remarkable 12 hours each. 

Over the years, French riders and Suzuki have 
dominated. Since 2000, at least two Frenchman 
have been part of the winning line-up each year, 
while only Yamaha have loosened Suzuki�s 
stranglehold on the �golden bowl� with wins in 
2000 and 2007.

Once more Dunlop has a major presence on a 
grid comprising 53 teams and more than 150 
riders, most notably with reigning champions 
Suzuki Endurance Racing Team, which won the 
Bol d�Or on the way to the 2010 EWC title.

Notable rivals include the Dunlop-backed TT 
Legends line-up, which are looking to score 
Honda�s �rst Bol d�Or win since 1996.

Additionally, the Superstock class also boasts 
an impressive line-up, with the Suzuki-backed 
Qatar Endurance Racing Team eyeing a fourth 
consecutive Bol d�Or victory. The 2011 Bol d�Or 
will take place on April 16 � 17.

�

EW� ����������
�n
uran�e��	rl
�Cha�pi	nship �n
uran�e��	rl
�Cha�pi	nship�B	l�
�	r

Dunlop heads into the 2011 Qtel FIM Endurance 
World Championship with its sights set on 
defending its title as backer for two of this season�s 
leading protagonists.

The Suzuki Endurance Racing Team (SERT) 
reigned supreme in 2010, winning its sixth title in 
seven years after prevailing in a gruelling schedule 
that once again tested reliability and stamina to the 
max.

Once again Dunlop will supply rubber to the 
team, which will �eld a revised rider line-up for the 
curtain raising Bol d�Or 24 Hour race at 
Magny-Cours, with successful Japanese racer 
Daisaku Sakai joining Vincent Philippe and Freddy 
Foray.

In all, six o�cial teams head a bumper list of 
entrants, with convincing e�orts coming from all 
major manufacturers, including Suzuki, Yamaha, 
BMW, Honda and Kawasaki.

Dunlop will also be backing Honda�s bid to win 
the EWC title for the �rst time in a decade with the 
formation of the TT Legends team. Signing 
legendary road racers John McGuinness, Keith 

Amor and Steve Plater, all three will vie for glory on 
circuits having enjoyed huge success at events as 
the Isle of Man TT and North West 200 in the past.

Even so, they will face sti� competition from the 
two Yamaha teams � Monster YART and 94 Ipone 
Yamaha France - both former champions in 2009 
and 2004 respectively.

Kawasaki have also got a potential ace up their 
sleeve in the form of the new ZX-10R, which has 
been entrusted to the SRC team, while the 
ever-improving BMW S1000RR is likely to be a 
threat in the hands of the Motorrad France 99 
out�t.

As ever, the six-race schedule will provide a 
stern test for even the most prepared team, 
kicking o� with the Bol d�Or race, the �rst of two 
round-the-clock events this year.

Other races will be held at Albacete (8 Hours), 
Suzuka (8 Hours), Donington Park (6 Hours), and 
Le Mans (24 Hours) before culminating in the 8 
Hours of Doha at the Qatar�s Losail Circuit.



The legendary Isle of Man TT road race enters its 
104th year in 2011 with possibly the most 
competitive and open �eld of riders gunning for 
glory on the infamous Mountain.

With history made in 2010 when Ian Hutchinson 
swept to victory in all �ve races � the �rst time such 
a feat has ever been achieved and all on Dunlop 
tyres - the 31-year-old is not resting on his laurels 
this season by embarking on the challenge of a 
new team and manufacturer.

Joining forces with crack British Superbike 
Championship team Shaun Muir Racing � which 
races under the Swan banner - Hutchinson will 
defend his titles aboard a Yamaha, the 
manufacturer celebrating its 50th anniversary at the 
TT this year.

He faces sti� competition from a number of rivals 
eyeing up his TT crown, not least 15-time winner 
John McGuinness, who forms part of the Honda TT 
Legends line-up alongside Keith Amor. McGuinness, 
who will also race in the World Endurance 
Championship, will take to the course with the 
coveted �No.1� plate �xed to the machine, before 
joining Padgetts Honda for the Supersport races.

Having escaped serious injury in a �ery 
high-speed smash whilst chasing the lead in 2010, 
Guy Martin returns in 2011 for possibly his best 
shot yet at that elusive victory with Relentless by 
TAS Suzuki. 

Elsewhere, former Relentless by TAS Suzuki 
riders Bruce Anstey and Cameron Donald will 
campaign Hondas this year, Anstey on the Padgetts 
machine, while Donald will ride for Wilson Craig.

Kawasaki will bring its new ZX-10R to the TT for 
the �rst time with a strong line-up comprising Ryan 
Farquhar, Adrian Archibald and Conor Cummins, 
another man making a spectacular comeback after 
sustaining horri�c injuries in a crash last year. Also 
racing will be Michael Dunlop, who will ride a 

Kawasaki prepared by World Superbike 
competitors Paul Bird Motorsport.

A handful of British Superbike riders will also be 
present, with Michael Rutter bolstering the Ducati 
ranks on his Rapid Bathams machine, while Simon 
Andrews will make his TT debut on a BMW 
S1000RR.

Other notable newcomers include James 
Storrar, Dean Hegarty, Daniel Frear and Dean 
Harrison, while international ranks will be led by 
American Macau Grand Prix podium winner 
Jeremy Toye, German Rico Penzkofer and 
Portuguese Luis Carreira.

In all, 80 riders will 
compete over the 
event, with 51 
having already 
lapped at an 
average of 
more than 
120mph 
over the 
years.

In 2010 one rider, Ian Hutchinson, recorded wins in 
all �ve solo classes of the Isle of Man TT, all using 
Dunlop tyres.

It was the second year in succession that all �ve 
wins were scored with Dunlop rubber, but the �rst 
ever time that one rider � Honda-mounted �Hutch� 
� had achieved this feat. 

Dunlop�s history at the TT goes back to the 
very beginning. The �rst Isle of Man Tourist 
Trophy (TT) race in 1907 was won by Charlie 
Collier, on a Matchless, at 38.21 mph. He was 
using Dunlop tyres.

Dunlop has been integral to all 100-plus years of 
TT history. As the bikes developed from the 
pedal-assisted machines of 1907 to today�s 
monstrously fast Superbikes, Dunlop played a 
leading role in developing the tyres that could cope 
with the extraordinary demands and stresses of 
long and ultra-fast public-road tracks with 
constantly changing surfaces, where top speeds 
approach 200 mph.

Quintuple winner Hutchinson used both Dunlop 
NTEC slicks and D211GP tyres for his grand-slam 
TT week; close relatives of Dunlop�s road-legal 
Sportmax range.
 

Among a cabinet of trophies, Dunlop�s TT 
landmarks include many historic �rsts:
 
1957:	�rst 100 mph lap � Bob McIntyre (Gilera) 
1966:	�rst 100 mph lap on production bike: tyre 

subsequently named TT100 and still in 
production as part of Dunlop�s �classic� range 

2006:	�rst 130 mph lap � John McGuinness 
(Honda) 

2009:	�ve TT wins from �ve races for Dunlop, and a 
new lap record of 131.6 mph.

2010:	another �ve wins, and more lap records
2011:	more wins?

�unlop€s� TT �•�g�nd•‚•‚
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The 2011 Le Mans Series will once again be an 
important part of Dunlop�s racing activities with an 
impressive list of teams electing to use Dunlop tyres 
for the year ahead.

In total, 10 of the 36 cars entered for the full 
season will race on Dunlop tyres � almost 28% of 
the �eld � with eight of the 17 LMP1 and LMP2 
cars set to race this season choosing Dunlop to 
supply rubber for 2011, an impressive 47% of the 
�eld.

The LMS will hold �ve races this season at Paul 
Ricard, Spa, Imola, Silverstone and Estoril, with 
each race running for six hours. That marks a 
change for the Le Mans Series, which had 
previously held its races to a distance of 1000km 
unless a six-hour limit was exceeded.

Of the �ve races on the calendar, three � Spa, 
Imola and Silverstone � form part of the 
Intercontinental Le Mans Cup in a move that will 
boost grid numbers beyond the 36 cars signed up 
for the season.

Amongst the teams that will race in those three 
events is OAK Racing, which was awarded the 

status of o�cial LMP1 tyre development partner 
with Dunlop late last year.

Dunlop is represented in the main three classes 
on the full-season entry list, with the Quifel-ASM 
team �ying the �ag in LMP1. In the LMP2 class, 
RML, Pegasus Racing, Race Performance, Greaves 
Motorsport, RLR Motorsport, Extreme Limite AM 
Paris and Boutsen Energy Racing will all race on 
Dunlop tyres in 2011.

The �nal two Dunlop runners, JMW Motorsport 
and Jota, will chase honours in the new-for-2011 
GTE Pro class � which is for cars built to GT2 
regulations driven by professional drivers. A 
separate GTE Am class is open to cars with only 
one professional driver onboard.

As was the case last season, the Dunlop 
teams are doing battle with one goal in mind; to 
secure a place on the grid for the Le Mans 24 
Hours. In each class, bar Formula Le Mans, the 
top two in the championship at the season�s 
end will receive an invitation to compete in the 
2012 Le Mans 24 Hours.

Two class victories and an overall podium marked a 
strong start to the new Le Mans Series season for 
Dunlop-shod teams in what proved to be a 
controversial opening round of 2011 at Paul Ricard.

Confusion at the start of the race, when the green 
lights came on despite the Safety Car still being on 
circuit, led to a multi-car accident towards the rear 
of the �eld and wiped out a number of the fancied 
runners, with the Jota Aston Martin the only Dunlop 
runner to get caught up in the chaos.

On a weekend of �rsts, it was the Greaves 
Motorsport LMP2 entry that led the Dunlop 
runners home with class victory and third overall in 
the team�s �rst outing with a new Nissan engine. 
Fellow LMP2 runners Boutsen Energy Racing took 
an impressive sixth overall and fourth in class.

In total, �ve of Dunlop�s LMP2 contingent 
�nished inside the top ten, including the lone LMP1 
entry �elded by Quifel-ASM. Had it not been for a 
puncture caused by contact from a rival car, which 
in turn caused bodywork damage and a lengthy 
pit-stop, the Portuguese team would have �nished 
far higher than eighth overall as it gave a European 

debut to Dunlop�s 2011 LMP1 tyre.
Further success for Dunlop came in GTE Pro, 

where JMW Motorsport took victory in its �rst race  
with the new Ferrari 458. Not only did that give the 
team a debut win with the 458, it also marked the 
�rst class win for the all-new Ferrari, which had 
appeared on track for the �rst time at Sebring last 
month.

Aston Martin out�t Jota Sport saw its hopes of a 
strong result ended after its car was involved in the 
�rst lap accident and ultimately wasn�t classi�ed as 
a �nisher, although Kessel Racing took third in the 
GTE Am class with its Ferrari 430 as it used the 
Paul Ricard race to evaluate a possible full-season 
Le Mans Series campaign.

Dunlop rubbered teams now lead two of the 
�ve classes going into the second round at 
Spa, which doubles as a round of the 
Intercontinental Le Mans Cup.
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